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%58 David A, Harris BY FAX e

+ Executive Director

7% The American Jewish Committee

> The Jacob Blaustein Building
~ 165 East 56 Street; New York, NY 10022--2746

fax: (001.212) 751 4017 January 5, 1998

% Dear David:
< Happy New Year!

% Thanks for the copy of your letter to Ambassador Dimitrov. | am happy that you will
eventually succeed to make another visit to Bulgaria.

* | would suggest that the Governmental part of your program include meetings with

President Stoyanov, Prime Minister Kostov, Foreign Minister Mihajlova, Speaker of
Parliament Sokolov as well as with Deputy-Prime Minister Alexander Bozhkov
(whose mother is Jewish).

s For the non-Governmental part of your visit, | would be pleased to invite you to

address the audience of the Atlantic Club (approx. 800 persons, including opinion

. makers, journalists, decision makers as well as the full range of sensible NGO's

operating in Bulgaria) and to offer a reception for your delegation. The potential
topic of such an address might be NATO's expansion, the Washington Summit in ‘99
and Bulgaria’s membership in the Alliance. After the visit of Shimon Peres to the
Atlantic Club in October ‘97 and your visit two years ago, your appearance at my

+ organisation would be very attractive and expected by everybody.

S As for the Jewish part of your visit, | would suggest that meet simultaneously all of

the various Jewish organisations (as the tradition goes, we have more Jewish
organisations than Jews in Bulgaria). Let me suggest also that the coordinator of

: such visit be the Federation of Zionists in Bulgaria, chaired by Mr. Victor Melemed,

who is on good terms with everybody.

I will be happy also, as two years ago, that my office coordinate the overall program
of your visit. Please let me know whether you will need some help for hotel

< reservations and other logistics in advance.

Finally, as you may have learned, President Stoyanov is planning a visit to the US in
January or early February. Let me suggest that AJC invite him for some function. |

i would glady push from my end for such an invitation to be accepted.

ResT 0 J@%/ %M

Solomon Passy
President of the Atlantic Club of Bulgaria
Vice-Chairman of the Atlantic Treaty Association
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January 13, 1598

Dr. Solomon Passy, President
Atlantic Club of Bulgaria
29 Slavyanska St.

Sofia 1000

Bulgaria

Via FAX: 359-2-961-5782
Dear Solomon,
As you know, I will be joining David Harris in

Sofia on February 18-19. I am very happy, since I
have long wanted to visit Sofia.

Perhaps you can clarify one thing for me. I am
saying Kaddish for my father, who just died, and
would like to attend Orthodox synagogue services. Is
there a daily minvan in the city? If so, would it be
located anywhere near the Sheraton Hotel and what
time does it meet?

Thank you for your help with this. I look
forward to seeing you in Sofia.

Best wishes.

Sincerel.

pavid Singer




To the attention of Mr. David Singer
The American Jewish Committee
Fax: (001 212) 751 40 17
January 23, 1998

Dear Mr. Singer:

Tam writing to you on behalf of my good friend Mr. Solomon Passy, who is having
some health problems recently and because of that he does not have the opportunity
to answer your letter.

L would like to assure you that in the Synagogue in Sofia, one of the biggest
Sefaradic synagogues in Europe, the minyan is held regularly each single day
between 17.00-18.00 p.m. The Synagogue is situated near by the Sheraton Hotel
Balkan, not more that five minutes walking by foot. I suppose that it would be most
convenient for you to visit the synagogue on February 18th. There is also a
possibility that a Kaddish for your father be said.

Best wishes.

Yours singerely,

Victor Melamed
President of Bulgarian Zionists Federation
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DRAFT 15.30; February 4, 1998

" American Jewish Committee Delegation visit to Sofia, February 17-19, 1998
”“"""Q‘,,",.Elf‘f;: Tuesday, February 17
. 1045 Autival of Rabbi Andrew Baker (Lauda Air, Flight 9232 from Vienna)
16:00 - Arival of Dr. David Singer (Swissair, Flight 440)

- Meeting with the Ambassador of Israel in Sofia Mr. David Cohen
- Meeting with the Jewish Community in Bulgaria

Wensday, February 18

15:00 Aurival from Istanbul of David Harris and Mr & Mrs Nicholas Lane
( Turkish Airlines)
16:00 - Mecting with the Chairman of the National Assembly Yordan Sokolov
17:00 - Meeting with the Prime Minister of Bulgaria Ivan Kostov
1830 - Speech of David Harris, Executive Director of AJC before

the Atlantic Club of Bulgaria and reception hosted by the President
of the Atlantic Club Dr. Solomon Passy
20:30 - Dinner

Thursday, February 19

10:15 - Meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs Nadezhda Mihaylova
11:15 - Meeting with the President Petar Stoyanov
- Meeting with the Minister of Interior Bogomil Bonev
- Meeting with the Minister of Justice Vassil Gotzev
- Lunch hosted by the Ambassador of the USA in Sofia Mrs. Avis Bohlen (tbc)

17:00 - Departure to Ziirich.

David Harris, Executive Director, New York, N.Y., and Chairman of the Delegation
Rabbi Andrew Baker, Director of European Affairs, Washington, D.C.

LTSS David Singer, Director of Research

e °:*L.1ﬁ~1{3:sg Nicholas Lane & Mrs Lane

Important Phone Number
Solomon Passy (home) - 27 63 43
The Atlantic Club of Bulgaria - 980 67 24, 980 48 40
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July 24,1997

Dr. Solomon Passy

The Atlantic Club of Bulgaria
29 Skavyanska Street

Sofia 1000

Bulgaria

Dear Solomon:

I very much appreciated your letter of July 18th. I was especially pleased
to bear of the enthusiasm in Sofia for future cooperation with AJC.

As of this date, T have not heard from Minister Mihailova concerning the
UN vote, however | learncd from the Isracli Ambassador to the UN that
Bulgaria formally notified the General Assembly of a change from a “yes™
10 an abstention. If so, this would be very welcome news indeed

T am hoping to arrange a visit to Bulgaria in the fall, but it may well be a
few weeks before I can try to pinpoint possible dates. As soon as I know
more, I will be back in touch to check your schedule. In the meantime,
best wishes.

Cordially,

David A. Harris

DAH:vs

cc: Andrew Baker .

P.S. Attached please find an AJC op ed on NATO expansion

attachment



David A. Harris
Executive Director
The American Jewish Committee
The Jacob Blaustein Building
165 East 56 Street
New York, NY 10022--2746
fax: (212) 751 4017
December 20, 1997

Dear Mr. Harris:

It was indeed a great pleasure for me to learn from Dr. Solomon Passy about your
forthcoming visit to Bulgaria.

Nevertheless, I am not personally acquainted to you, it seems to me that I know a lot about
you as well as about the American Jewish Committee from Mr. Passy. Meanwhile, Dr.
Passy is not only a very good friend of mine but we also share the same views.

As a chairman of the Bulgarian Zionist Federation I already enjoyed the opportunity to co-
operate for the popularization of some of the initiatives of yours, for example for including
Israel in some of the regional groups of the United Nations. We also translated and
published in Bulgarian press your Memorandum with the letters to

H.E. Kofi Annan and H.E. Ambassador Wolzfeld. Furthermore, we publishsd your article
on the NATO enlargement which was issued in New Jersey Jewish News.

L. myself strongly believe that during your forthcoming visit to Bulgaria we will succeed in
finding numerous new opportunities for further co-operation. While discussirg with Dr.
Passy the program for your visit to Bulgaria we were unanimous at the decision of kindly
asking you to spare a few hours for meeting the Bulgarian Jewish Community.

1 personally take the initiative to arrange this meeting which I consider one of significant
importance for our brothers and sisters because it will provide a unique opportunity for a
direct dialogue with anoble representative of the American Jewish Committee like you are.

1 am looking forward to your reply.

Chairman of the Bulgarian Zionist Federation



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
Office of European Affairs
1156 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005
Telephone: 202-785-4200 Telefax: 202-785-4115
E-mail: friedricha_ajc@compuserve.com

Via Telefax: 359-2-981-5782

MEMORANDUM
DATE: December 23, 1997
TO: Solomon Passy
FROM: Alida Friedrich

Program Assistant

Rabbi Andrew Baker asked that | inform you of his travel itinerary for his upcoming trip to
Sofia, as well as those of David Harris and Nicholas Lane. Andrew Baker will arrive in
Sofia on Tuesday, February 17 and depart on Thursday, February 19. Both David Harris
and Nicholas Lane will arrive in Sofia on Wednesday, February 18 and depart on the next
day, February 19.

Please let us know that you have received this information and whether you see any
problems with it.

Happy Hanukah and Best Regards!



